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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In the specification, paragraph [0007] recites "According to the present invention, 
there is provided a clamp as claimed in Claim 1". Paragraph [0007] should be deleted. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 4 and 6-8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 1 (line 5) recites "in twos". It should recite -in pairs of two--, 

Claim 4 (line 1) recites "asymmetrical C-shaped, and each comprise". It should 
recite -asymmetrically C-shaped, and each comprises-. 

Claim 6 (line 1) recites "identical in twos". It should recite -identical in each pair 
of two-. 

Claim 7 (line 1) recites "the two identical plates". It should recite -the two 
identical plates of each pair-. 

Claim 8 (line 10) recites "in twos". It should recite -in pairs of two-. 

For the purpose of examining the application, it is assumed that appropriate 
correction has been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mandell 
(US 4,289,417). 

As to claim 1 , Mandell discloses a clamp 10a for connecting bars, and 
comprising a body defining a pair of prismatic guides for respective bars; and 
Means 28,30 for locking the bars inside the guides; 

characterized in that the body is defined by four sheet metal plates A (Figures 1 1 
and 12 reprinted with annotations below) arranged parallel and facing in pairs of two, 
and connected substantially along the edges of the body; 



the guides each being defined by a pair of aligned seats formed along respective 
sides of two respective facing plates (Figures 11 and 12). 




As to claim 2, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the plates A 
are formed. 



The applicant is reminded that patentability determination of product-by-process 
claims is based on the product itself, even though such claims are limited and defined 
by the process. See MPEP § 21 13. "The patentability of a product does not depend on 
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its method of production. " In re Thorpe . 777 F.2d 695,698,USPQ 964,966 
(Fed.Cir.1985). 

As to claim 3, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the plates A 
each have a first and a second opposite side extending along the edges of the body and 
shaped to fit respectively (adjoin) to complementary sides of the adjacent plates (Figure 
11). 

As to claim 4, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the plates A 
are asymmetrically C-shaped, and each comprises two portions B of different lengths 
extending from opposite sides of the seat; 

the seat being defined by a back edge C and by respective inner edges of the 
portions (Figure 12). 

As to claim 5, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the longer of 
the portions B temninates with (faces) a tooth D (on shorter portion B) facing inwards of 
the seat and having a side separated from the back edge C by a distance equal to the 
length of a first side of the respective bar, and an end surface separated from the inner 
edge E of the other (shorter) portion by a distance at least equal to the length of a 
second side of the bar (Figure 12). 

As to claim 6, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the plates A 
are identical in each pair of two (Figure 1 1 ). 

As to claim 7, Mandell discloses a clamp 10a characterized in that the two 
identical plates A of each pair are adjacent to each other, with the relative seats on 
opposite sides of the body (Figure 11). 



Application/Control Number: 10/783,992 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3679 

5. Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Csiki et al. (US 2001/0054545). 

As to claim 1, Csiki et al. disclose a clamp 7 for connecting bars, and comprising 
a body defining a pair of prismatic guides for respective bars; and 

Means A (Figure 1 reprinted below) for locking the bars inside the guides; 

characterized in that the body is defined by four sheet metal plates B arranged 
parallel and facing in pairs of two, and connected substantially along the edges of the 
body; 

the guides each being defined by a pair of aligned seats formed along respective 
sides of two respective facing plates (Figure 1). 




B 



As to claim 2, Csiki et al. disclose a clamp 7 characterized in that the plates B 
are fomned. 

The applicant is reminded that patentability determination of product-by-process 
claims is based on the product itself, even though such claims are limited and defined 
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by the process. See MPEP § 21 1 3., "The patentability of a product does not depend on 
its method of production. " In re Thorpe . 777 F.2d 695,698,USPQ 964,966 
(Fed.Cir.1985). 

As to claim 3, Csiki et al. disclose a clamp 7 characterized in that the plates B 
each have a first and a second opposite side extending along the edges of the body and 
shaped to fit respectively to complementary sides of the adjacent plates (Figure 1). 

As to claim 8, Csiki et al. disclose a (packaging) machine (capable of packaging 
graphics) comprising: 

a supporting structure 1; 

a conveying surface (inherent; not shown) capable of successively conveying 
blanks; and 

a number of tools (inherent, support rail 1 and brackets 7 are assembled using 
tools; not shown) connectable to the supporting structure, over (the length of) the 
conveying surface, by means of a number of bars 2,3,5,6; 

a number of clamps 7 for connecting the bars, each clamp comprising a body 
defining a pair of prismatic guides for respective bars; and 

means A for locking the bars inside the guides; 

characterized in that the body is defined by four sheet metal plates B arranged 
parallel and facing in pairs of two. and connected substantially along the edges of the 
body; 

the guides each being defined by a pair of aligned seats formed along respective 
sides of two respective facing plates (Figure 1). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art with respect to 
clamps: 

Gibbons et al. (US 6.536.982), Zaidan (US 3.861 ,816), Winby et al. (US 
2,088,890) and Pacheco (US 3,01 1,235) are cited for pertaining to clamps comprising 
sheet metal plates. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number is 
(703)308-8591. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703)308-2686. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f \ ^ /} n £ 
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